
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 21, 2022 
 
Dear Staff, Students, Parents / Guardians, 
 
It has been over a month since my last update.  April vacation is always a needed break for staff and 
students, so I hope everyone is getting some well-deserved rest.    
 
I have a few updates today; I will start with COVID updates.   As you may have heard, the State of Maine is 
ending Pooled Testing for COVID in Maine schools.  In our district, we did our last round of testing prior to 
vacation.  Until further notice, Pooled COVID Testing in our schools has ended.  
 
The Maine CDC and Maine Department of Education have set up a program for Maine schools to order at 
home COVID tests for staff and students.  Last week I submitted this order for our district.  What I believe 
to be true is that sometime in May we will receive a shipment of COVID at home tests.   We should receive 
enough tests for any staff or student to have 4 or 5 of these.   When I receive confirmation of how many we 
will receive or when they will be delivered, I will share this information.  We are not requiring a negative 
test of anyone.  This is simply a program the state is advertising and several staff and parents have asked me 
if they can get access to these at home tests.   
 
This is the time of year when I typically try to announce the last day of school so that everyone can plan.   
This of course assumes that we will not have any more snow days, so let’s hope that is the case. 
The last day for students will be on Thursday June 16th, and the last day for staff will be on Friday June 17th.  
Staff, more information will be coming on the plans for that last workshop day.   Now that these dates are 
set, detailed plans about end of year activities at each school will follow from the building principal.  
Parents, keep an eye out for this information. 
 
At our last board meeting, the RSU 18 School Board adopted a school calendar for the 22 – 23 school year.  
This is another popular question this time of year. That calendar is posted on our website.   
https://rsu18.org/events 
 
This has been another challenging year for Maine schools.  But as we get closer to the end of another school 
year, I am reminded of how thankful I am to so many people.   This community has been incredibly 
supportive of our schools.  Parents, your support and flexibility were paramount to our success.  Students, 
you have continued to work hard and handled adversity better than anyone thought you would, you are 
awesome.  And to the RSU 18 staff, when many others in the world did not, you stepped up and did your 
job.  You never gave up on the education and well-being of your students, and that is impressive.  It is not 
an overstatement to say that you have changed the lives of a generation of our students.   
 
To the seniors at MHS, less than a couple of months to graduation.  Keep working hard.  You have been 
through a lot, and you have accomplished great things.  I can’t wait to congratulate you on the stage at the 
Augusta Civic Center as you graduate.    
 
To everyone in this amazing school community, thank you and enjoy the rest of this school year.    
 
 
Carl Gartley, Superintendent of Schools 


