
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSU 18 Community, 
 
Another week has gone by and everyone in our schools is working hard to keep the district 
moving forward.  Not surprisingly, we have had positive cases in all our schools at this point.  In 
each case we conduct the required contact tracing.  Any student who is found to be a close 
contact, we then must determine if that student needs to quarantine.  There are a few reasons 
a close contact would not have to quarantine.   

1. If the student is vaccinated, they do not have quarantine 
2. If the student has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they do not have 

to quarantine 
3. If the student was wearing a mask, they do not have to quarantine from school, 

according to the CDC the student would still have to quarantine when not in school. 
 
If you have questions about this process, feel free to reach out to your building principal, school 
nurse or to me.   
 
This week we will be starting our flu clinics.  Maine General Hospital is providing this service for 
our schools.   THIS IS NOT THE COVID VACCINATIONS.  We have done flu vaccinations for many 
years in our schools.  This is not required.  The only who will be allowed to get their flu shot are 
ones whose parents have sent in permission slips.   
 
Last week there was a report on the news that COVID vaccinations would be available later this 
fall for younger students.   So far, we have no information on when this may become available.   
If this does become available, we will consider working with our local health care providers to 
offer a clinic.  However, please know, like the flu clinics, parents would need to provide their 
written consent for a student to get a vaccination. 
 
The last update I want to provide is to make a request to parents.   In several of the cases this 
year where students have found out they were positive for COVID-19 after attending school, 
the parents later reported their child may have been symptomatic the day they were in school.  
Please, if your child is experiencing symptoms, keep them home.  These will be excused 
absences.  This is the best way to keep COVID out of our schools.   I know how hard parents 
have worked and I cannot thank you enough for your support over the past year and half.   You 
are a big part of the reason we have been so successful.  
 
I hope everyone has a great week.     
 
Carl Gartley 
Superintendent of Schools 


