
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 - 23 - 21  
 
RSU 18 Community, 
 
As the cases of COVID-19 continue to drop, our state is loosening restrictions.  I am sure more 
changes will come, and I know how confusing it is with changes happening fast with different rules 
in place depending on where you are.  So, I thought it would be good to clarify once again what 
schools must follow as we start this last week of May: (if this changes I will let everyone know) 
 

1. Masks will still be required in our schools and on buses.  Unfortunately, the change of no 
masks does not apply to schools. 

2. Masks do not have to be worn outside at all.  (some people may choose to, and this is fine) 
3. Social distancing rules for adults have been removed.   
4. Students still must maintain 3 foot spacing 

 
Principals will continue to update parents regarding the end of the year activities.  Again, please be 
patient; I know everyone wants detailed plans that do not change, but that is difficult this year.   
 
There are so many awesome things happening in our schools right now: promotion ceremonies, 
spring concerts, graduation, spring play, field days, college acceptances, athletic playoff, academic 
award ceremonies, etc.  RSU 18 continues be one of the leading schools in the state in all areas.  So 
proud of our district.  
 
An important NON COVID update:   Please read and take note of this, this will impact several 
students in the fall if parents do not act soon.    
 
All children enrolled in a public or private school in Maine must have the following immunizations.   
I do not want any students to miss school because they are unvaccinated. (This has nothing to do with 
the COVID vaccination) I know there are different opinions on should the state require vaccinations.  
I respect all opinions on this topic, but the law is changing, and we must follow it.  If there are 
medical exemptions those will be allowed, but philosophical exemptions can no longer be accepted. 
 
Required for PreK entry: 
• 4 DTaP 
• 3 Polio 
• 1 MMR 
• 1 Varicella (chickenpox) 
 
Required for Kindergarten entry: 
• 5 DTaP (4 DTaP if 4th is given on or after 4th birthday) 
• 4 Polio (3 Polio if the 3rd is given on or after the 4th birthday) 
• 2 MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) 
• 1 Varicella (chickenpox) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Required for 7th grade entry: 
• All previously required vaccines 
• 1 Tdap 
• 1 Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MCV4) 
 
Required for 12th grade entry: 
• All previously required vaccines 
• 2 MCV4 (only one dose is required if the 1st dose is given on or after 16th birthday) 
 
 
 
I hope everyone has a great week.   Stay safe and healthy 
 
 
Carl Gartley 
Superintendent of Schools 


