
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSU 18 Community, 
 
 We are now into April, and every time we turn the calendar to a new month, I reflect on 
what was happening last year at this time and what we have been through since.  A year ago, I 
sent home a letter telling families that I had decided to shut down schools until the end of April 
vacation.  That was one of the most difficult letters I have ever had to send.  A year later here 
we are.  We are still dealing with the harsh realities of COVID-19.  Today there are athletic 
games and practices scheduled around the district as spring sports gets an early jump because 
of the nice weather.  BUT… crowds will be limited, masks worn, distances established, and 
several other precautions in place.  We have spring concerts lined up and our students are 
ready to perform.  BUT… the concerts will have to be live streamed for people to be able to 
enjoy them because of indoor crowd requirements.  In short, we are doing everything we can to 
get back to normal, but it is just moving slowly.   
 
 Just as we thought we would make it through the week without any more cases, we 
found out on Friday afternoon that earlier in the week someone connected with MMS had 
tested positive for COVID-19.   This set our contact tracing team into action and resulted in the 
quarantine of a group of staff and students.   Fortunately, because of all the safety protocols we 
have in place and the amazing job the staff is doing, we are able to keep the school open next 
week.   BUT… it is getting tiring for our staff and I know all of you as well. 
 
 As promised, this week we were able to finalize the end of the year schedule.  The last 
day of school for all students will be Wednesday June 9th, except seniors who will already have 
graduated.  Speaking of seniors, Ms. Callan and her team at MHS are working hard on 
graduation plans that will provide as much normalcy as possible.  Our seniors have been 
through a lot and they deserve a graduation ceremony that honors their hard work.  Now that 
the end of year schedule is set, MMS and CMS will be putting together the final details of their 
promotion ceremonies.  All of these events are milestones for our students and are a special 
time for families.   Communications will be going out soon to 8th grade parents from Principal 
Dunbar or Principal Bowden about these events. 
 
 It is little chilly out today, but what a gorgeous spring day.  I hope everyone has a great 
weekend.  
 
Carl Gartley 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
  
 


