
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents, Students and Community Members, 
 
 Tomorrow is February 1st; a new month is starting.  A month where we are all are hoping 
to learn more about vaccinations and a month that starts with declining cases in our state as 
opposed to the holiday spikes we were facing at the start of last month.  This week also has the 
ever growing in popularity… Groundhog Day.  What will Punxsutawney Phil predict for us this 
year?   For those of you that have not seen the movie with Bill Murray “Groundhog day,” you 
should.   For those of you who have, does it seem like every day for the last ten months should 
have started with that Sonny and Cher song? 
 
 Several people have sent me screen shots of the weather forecast, and predictions for a 
potential storm this week.  No decision has been made about this, but I am getting questions 
from parents and staff about how we are handling snow days this year.  This is likely to change 
in future years, but this year we will continue with our traditional method of snow days.  If 
school is cancelled because of weather, that will be for everyone.  Remote students and in person 
students.  A reminder to parents: Friday February 12th is a workshop day for staff, so there will 
be no classes on that day. 
 
 This past week some of our middle and high school athletic teams had games for the first 
time this season.  Everyone was of course wearing masks, the gym and rink were oddly empty, 
and there is no talk of a playoff run being just weeks away.  But the excitement to play was 
greater than ever.  Congrats to everyone who has helped make this happen in a safe way. 
 
 We did have a couple of cases last week associated with our schools.  Twice I had to 
report close contact lists to the state.  As I submitted these names, I took a look at the cases we 
have had this winter and all the people I have had to report as close contacts.  When there is a 
positive case in our schools, depending on the level of the school and the schedule in the 
building, there can be a long list of close contacts.   However, in all of the close contacts we have 
had to report I have not received any follow up reports from the CDC of a close contact at school 
testing positive as a result.  The only exceptions have been siblings or other relationships where 
people are together a lot outside of school where understandably there are far fewer precautions 
in place.   This data supports the CDC’s statements that schools remain safe for our staff and 
students.  Understandably there is still anxiety for some people about coming to school, but 
whether you are listening to scientific data or just looking at the anecdotal evidence from our 
schools, what we are doing is working.  I hope everyone feels safe every morning when you 
come to school. 
 
I hope you all have a great week.   Stay Healthy 
 
Carl Gartley 
Superintendent of Schools   
 


