
 
10/8/2020 
 
RSU 18 Families, 
 
As we wrap up another week and head to into a much-needed long weekend, things continue 
to evolve in the schools in Central Maine.  As I am sure you all have heard there have been 
several schools with cases of COVID 19.  Fortunately, with the help of the precautions that 
everyone is taking, these schools have avoided having the virus spread.  The schools that have 
had cases have found that these cases have come from outside the school through contact 
elsewhere.  While there is no guarantee that we can avoid having someone in our district get 
this horrible virus in our schools, I thank everyone in the school community for their hard work 
in keeping our students, staff and families safe.  This is our biggest concern.   
 
We all know that even today there are families in our community who are dealing with COVID 
19.  We are very fortunate that to this date none of our students or staff have tested positive 
for COVID 19.  If this happens, it will be communicated.  We have been doing flu clinics in our 
schools and these will hopefully help people stay healthy.  However, it is cold and flu season 
and we have had students come down with colds.  I remind everyone that if your child is sick, 
you must keep them home.  I know this is an inconvenience, but especially this year, we cannot 
have sick students coming to school.  Please use the screening tool I sent home earlier to make 
sure your child is healthy enough to attend school.  
 
While we all hope we can continue with our current status of keeping students in school each 
day and giving parents the choice of remote learning, a suggestion this week was to update the 
plans for full remote learning just in case we need to move in this direction.  Everyone agreed 
this was an excellent suggestion, so we have put that information together in one document.  I 
have posted this document on our website under Superintendent Updates in the COVID 19 
section.  Please read this document.  Here is a link to it.   Again, I reiterate, there is no plan to 
do move to remote learning at this time.  This is just an update in our planning to make sure we 
continue to be ready and transparent. 
 
I hope you all are able to enjoy time with your families this weekend.  I am so proud of our 
district.  Staff, students, and parents….. you are all doing an amazing job.   THANK YOU. 
 
Carl Gartley 
Superintendent of Schools 
RSU 18 

https://rsu18.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Covid-19-Pre-Screening-Tool-for-School-Attendance-1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/130urzGTcWeegAGpU-KttVe12l89RyvWq/view

